
The 2022-2023 seasonal rainfall forecast is expected to be influenced by La Nina conditions. La Nina is the unusual cooling of ocean waters 
over eastern-central Pacific  Ocean.

Karonga District is expected to receive generally normal to above normal rainfall amounts during the  2022 - 2023 rainfall season.

OVERVIEW OF 2022/2023 RAINFALL SEASON 

October 2022

The month of October is likely to 
be dry but some few areas 
surrounding TA Wasambo are 
likely to receive rainfall amounts 
below  10mm. 

During the month, high 
temperatures could trigger local 
storms associated with strong 
damaging winds.

December 2022
Rainfall onset in most parts of 
the district is expected in the 
month of December. Areas of 
TA’s Mwakaboko, Kilupula, 
Mwirang’ombe, Wasambo and 
Karonga town are expected to 
receive between 170 – 200mm 
of rainfall amounts. 
However, some areas to the 
west in TA Kyungu and part of 
Nyika National Park are 
expected to receive less than 
70mm of rainfall amounts. 
Lightning and strong winds are 
also expected during the month. February 2023

November 2022

April 2023
April marks the end of the rainfall 
season in Malawi. However, 
areas of TA’s Mwakaboko, 
Kilupula, Kyungu, Wsambo and 
Karonga boma are expected to 
receive between 200 – 300mm of 
rainfall amounts. Areas west of 
the District are expected to 
receive 100 -160 mm of rainfall 
amounts. 
Cessation is expected from the 
second week of the month.

January 2023
During January, the northern and 
southern parts of the district are likely 
to receive rainfall amounts between 
170-260mm. However some areas of 
TA Kyungu, Karonga town and parts of 
Nyika National Park are expected to 
receive rainfall amounts between 90-
140mm.
Dry spells of 7days in January are 
likely in some parts of the District.
Flooding and lightning risks are 
expected during the month especially 
in flood prone areas.

March 2023

The month of March is expected to be 
more wet. Most areas are expected to 
receive between 200 – 300mm of 
rainfall amounts. 

However, some areas in TA Kyungu 
and part of Nyika National Park are 
expected to receive less than 200mm 
of rainfall amounts.

Likelihood of floods is high in flood 
prone areas.

The Rainfall Onset  in Karonga is expected  between 2nd and 3rd weeks of 
December 2022. However, some areas are expected to have early onset of 
rains.  Dry spells of at least 7 days are expected in some areas during January 
 and February 2023. Rainfall Cessation is expected between 2nd and 3rd  weeks 
of April 2023. The  seasonal length in the district is expected to be around 
125 to 140 days.

The table and figure below shows monthly rainfall distribution for the season 
with a normal band in grey.
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During February, most parts of 
the district are expected to 
receive between 150 – 230 mm 
of rainfall amounts.  

However some areas in TA 
Kyungu and part of Nyika 
National park are likely to 
receive less than 150 mm of 
rainfall.

Dry spells of 7 days or more are 
likely in some parts of the 
district.

 

During the month of November, 
most areas in the district, 
particularly in TA’s Mwakaboko, 
Wasambo, Mwirang’ombe, Kyungu 
and parts of Karonga Town, are 
likely to receive less than 50mm of 
rainfall amounts. However some 
parts of TA Kilupula are expected 
to receive more than 50mm of 
rainfall amounts. 

Strong winds are likely to occur.
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